ACM COSTA RICA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
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Website: www.acm.edu/tico (download application form and visit links to individual colleges)


IMPORTANT DATES

October 10, 2011  -----------------------------
Application due 

October 13 & 14, 2011 ----------------------
Written exam (applicants will be notified)
October 27 y 28, 2011 -----------------------
Interview (applicants will be notified)
November 1, 2011  ---------------------------
Notification of Selection Committee decision

November-December, 2011 -------------
Selected candidates register and take the TOEFL
Week of March 1, 2012  --------------------
Recommendation of candidates to colleges by ACM 



Costa Rica

April 2012 ----------------------------------------
Candidates show bank statements proving financial 



support (approximately $2,500-$3,000)

April-May 2012  -------------------------------
Notification of Acceptance by Colleges

May-August 2012  ---------------------------
Communication with the colleges, completion of forms, 

visa application, purchase of plane ticket and orientation

August 2012-May 2013  -------------------
Academic Year in the U.S.A

Dates are subject to change

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM INFORMATION 

The ACM is a consortium of 14 private, liberal arts colleges in the Midwest of the USA that maintain 16 academic programs in ten countries around the world.  Two programs were created in Costa Rica in 1964 to offer ACM college students the opportunity to live and study in Latin America for a semester while earning credits towards their bachelor’s degree.  As a way of expressing gratitude towards Costa Rican society, and in accordance with the ACM’s goal of fostering global awareness, a scholarship program was implemented in 1979.  

Since that time, over 200 scholarships have been awarded to qualified Costa Rican university students.  The experience of studying abroad serves to enrich personal development, to enhance the student’s résumé and future professional prospects, to develop fluency in English and to form long-lasting friendships, cultural awareness and an overall global perspective in a diverse setting.  

Interested Costa Rican university students are invited to apply for a yearlong scholarship to study at a college that participates in the ACM scholarship program.  The selection committee at the ACM Costa Rica office is responsible for carrying out the selection process that includes the application and interview.  Applications of selected candidates are then sent for review by the participating colleges. It is important to note that the ACM Costa Rica office serves as a ¨bridge¨ between the candidates and the colleges.  The final decision of admission is that of the individual colleges. 

The academic year of study in the U.S. will be from the end of August 2012 until May 2013. Students are expected to complete the entire year of study, failure to do so will adversely affect the relationship between the colleges and the ACM Costa Rica, as well as limit possibilities for future candidates.

All of the scholarships are different, however they all include tuition, room and board. While there is no direct cost for participating in the ACM Costa Rica scholarship program, students are responsible for paying for the TOEFL exam ($175), their U.S. student visa application (approx. $145), the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System or SEVIS fee ($200), their plane ticket ($500-800), personal expenses while in the U.S., books and in some cases medical insurance.   These costs may change at any time.  These expenses can be estimated at approximately $3,000-4,000.  However, it is often possible to reduce these expenses by $1,000-$2,000 by means of stipends for Spanish language assistantships, other on-campus jobs and funds from the Vicerrectoría de Vida Estudiantil for UCR students. When the scholarship candidate is accepted by the college in April or May of 2012, he/she will need to provide bank statements that show a sum that varies between approximately $2,500 and $3,000 in his/her personal bank account or in the bank account(s) of his/her parent(s). 
Once in the U.S., students are not required to follow a specific field of study, they are free to choose among the variety of courses offered by the college.  Each college has policies regarding the number of courses a student must take per semester (3 or 4) and minimum grade requirements (approx. C+ or 78%).

While living and learning in an English-speaking environment, students will have the opportunity to share their Costa Rican culture with the college campus and collaborate with the Spanish Department.

You are eligible to participate if you :

( Are a Costa Rican citizen

( Are an active student who is taking university courses during the last semester/quatrimester of 
    the 2011 academic year

( Are in at least your second year of university level studies and have not advanced beyond the first year of your “licenciatura” or master’s degree program
( Have good grades

( Read, speak and write English well 
( Are not more than 24 years old at the time of application

( Have not spent more than 2 years in an English speaking country
( Are willing to collaborate with the ACM Costa Rica program for 10 hours in May or June of 2012

APPLICATION DUE DATE:  OCTOBER 10th, 2011

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
When will I know if I have a scholarship?

Because each scholarship is different, there is no exact notification date.  In March, you will be notified whether or not the selection committee will recommend you to one of the participating colleges.  The college will consider your application and inform you and the ACM at some time between April and May.

When will I travel to the U.S.?

Depending on the college that you will attend, you will begin your scholarship at some time between mid August and early September.

Will my credits transfer to my Costa Rican university?

Several scholarship recipients have obtained the recognition of some of the courses that they have taken in the U.S.
What are the colleges that offer scholarships?

Some of the colleges that participate in the ACM Costa Rica scholarship program include:  The Colorado College (www.coloradocollege.edu), Hiram College (www.hiram.edu), Monmouth College (www.monmouthcollege.edu) and St. Olaf College (www.stolaf.edu).

Can I choose which college I want to attend?

The ACM selection committee determines which candidate to recommend to which college.  The committee takes into consideration the characteristics of each scholarship and the qualifications and needs of each applicant.

What is the duration of the scholarship?

The scholarship is for one academic year, from August or September of the year of application until May or June of the following year, approximately nine months.

What are the subject areas offered at the colleges?

All of the participating colleges offer majors within the broad classification of “liberal arts”.  These colleges offer courses in the fine arts, social sciences, natural sciences and humanities.  Some have professional majors in areas such as Accounting, Business Administration and Commerce, among others.

Can I complete my bachelor’s degree?

The scholarship is for one academic year only.  Scholarship recipients are considered as non-degree seeking students.

Can I work while on the scholarship?

Some of the scholarships require the student to collaborate with the Spanish Department as Language Assistants for a limited number of hours per week.  In addition to this responsibility, some students have obtained on-campus  jobs for a few hours per week to supplement their expenses.  This is not a part of the scholarship and therefore is not guaranteed.  It is illegal to work outside of the college campus.

How much money do I need to cover my expenses?
The ACM scholarship program offers “full scholarships” which means that they cover tuition, room and board.  However, you will be responsible for paying for your TOEFL ($175), your visa application (currently approximately $140 for processing your visa application + $5 for courier service), the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System or SEVIS fee ($200), your plane ticket (approx. $500-800), books and other personal expenses throughout the year, and in some cases health insurance (approx. $700-900).  These expenses can be estimated at approximately $3,000-4,000.  However, it is often possible to reduce these expenses by $1,000-$2,000 by means of stipends for Spanish language assistantships, other on-campus jobs and funds from the Vicerrectoría de Vida Estudiantil for UCR students. When the scholarship candidate is accepted by the college in April or May of 2012, he/she will need to provide bank statements that show a sum that varies between approximately $2,500 and $3,000 in his/her personal bank account or in the bank account(s) of his/her parent(s). 

Will I receive a U.S. visa?

The ACM scholarship program cannot guarantee that you will be given a visa.  However, as scholarship recipients apply for student (F-1) visas and the colleges send official admission and immigration documents, no ACM scholarship visa applicants have been denied a visa in the past, nor has any ACM scholarship recipient violated U.S. immigration law.

ACM
Part I: General Information_______________ ________________
Name (as appears on ¨cédula¨):


( Female
( Male

________________________________________________________________________________________

last 1


Last 2



First


Middle

Preferred Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Costa Rican Personal Identification number (¨cédula¨): ___________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent Home Address: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Home phone: _________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________

Additional phone (where we can reach you or leave a message): _______________________________

Date of birth (m/d/y): _______________________
Marital Status: __________________________

City & Country of birth: _________________________________________________________________

In case of an emergency, please notify:
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to applicant:  _____________________________________________________________

Phone number:  ____________________________  E-mail:___________________________________
::Education::  Please provide this information for all universities where you have studied.

University: ____________________________________________________________________________

Academic major/career: _____________________________________________________________

Expected date of graduation (m/d/y): _________________________________________________

If you have been out of school for a semester or longer, or have taken a reduced course load (less than 12 credits), explain why and briefly describe your activities during that period.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you applied for an ACM scholarship before?
(  yes

(  no

If yes, in what year? ___________

Are you applying for another scholarship?


(  yes

(  no

If yes, what scholarship? ________________________________________

::English Language::

How much formal study of English have you had and where?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever traveled or lived in an English-speaking country? If so, when, where and 

for how long? ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

::Family Background::

                   Mother




          Father

Name: 


______________________________
______________________________

Education:
______________________________
______________________________

Present Occupation: 
______________________________
______________________________

Employer:


______________________________
______________________________

Check if appropriate:

( Mother deceased

( Father deceased





( Mother remarried

( Father remarried





( Parents separated
 
( Parents divorced

Brothers and Sisters

Name




Age


Education

_______________________________
____
   _____________________________________________

_______________________________
____
   _____________________________________________

_______________________________
____
   _____________________________________________

_______________________________
____
   _____________________________________________

(Please use an additional page if necessary.)

::Finances::

How are you financing your university studies this semester? Please indicate to the best of your knowledge the amount of money you receive from each source.

	
	Amount
	Source
	Comments (type or grant, etc.)

	Loan
	 ¢

	
	

	Scholarship
	 ¢

	
	

	Job
	 ¢


	
	

	Other
	 ¢

	
	

	TOTAL
	 ¢

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Example:
	¢33,000

	UCR
	Type 9 need-based scholarship


Additional Comments: __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Note : This information is for use by the ACM Costa Rica Scholarship Selection Committee and the college to which 
you may be recommended. The scholarships include room, board and tuition for one academic year, but do not 

include airfare, health insurance, books or personal expenses for the year (which can amount to approximately

$3,000-4,000.  However, it is often possible to reduce these expenses by $1,000-$2,000 with Spanish language assistantships, other on-campus jobs and funds from the Vicerectoría de Vida Estudiantil for UCR students. Please 
start thinking about different ways in which you might be able to supplement a scholarship award (e.g. work, loans 
or gifts). If you are accepted by the college in April or May of 2012, you will need to provide bank statements that show a sum that varies between approximately $2,500 and $3,000 in your personal bank account or in the bank account(s) of your parent(s). 

::Work Experience::

Please specify your work experience and provide your employers’ name, phone number so 

that we can contact them:
	      Job Description
	                Employer 

(name, phone number, e-mail) 
	Dates of Employment

   (month and year)
	Days per 

   week
	Hours per

   week

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


(Please use an additional page if necessary.)

::Extracurricular Activities::

What extracurricular activities do you participate in during a typical week? For each one, 

Briefly describe the activity, state where you practice it and for how many hours per week. 

(Example: modern dance, UCR dance class, 8 hrs/wk)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To which organizations or clubs do you currently belong and what is your role in them?  

(Example: Modern Languages Film Club, coordinator, 2 hrs/wk)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What types of extracurricular activities and or clubs would interest you at a university in the 

U.S. if you were granted a scholarship?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ACM 
Part II: Essay Responses       ______________________________

On separate typed pages, please respond to the following questions.  Each essay should be no more than 2 pages long and double-spaced.  Please answer question 1 in English, and question 3 in Spanish:
1. While some U.S. students are familiar with cross-cultural issues, many know little about life outside the United States. Imagine that a U.S. college student asked you to identify one of the main challenges facing Costa Rica and its people today and one of the most positive aspects about the country. What would you say?
2. Escriba un ensayo autobiográfico en español que incluye una breve descripción de sí mismo(a), de los aspectos que considera pueden ayudar a definirlo(a) como persona y de las razones por las cuales le interesa solicitar una beca de este programa.  Puede incluir información acerca de su familia, sus estudios, sus experiencias laborales, sus pasatiempos, sus creencias religiosas y sus aspiraciones a futuro, entre otros aspectos.

ACM
Part III: Recommendations _____________________________

Please list the names of those completing the Recommendation Form.  At least 2 recommendations must be from university professors.  Please do not include recommendations from family members.

1. Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to applicant: _______________________________________________________________

(e.g. Professor, Supervisor,…)

2. Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to applicant: _______________________________________________________________
3. Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to applicant: _______________________________________________________________

My signature below indicates that all the information contained in my application is correct, complete and honestly presented.

_________________________________________________________________
  _______________________

                                                 Signature





                   Date

ASSOCIATED COLLEGES OF THE MIDWEST ‑ COSTA RICA
Evaluación del candidato(a) a una beca de la ACM
La ACM necesita una evaluación sincera de la capacidad académica y de las cualidades personales del(la) recomendado(a).  La información que usted nos proporcione constituye un elemento muy importante en la selección de los candidatos.  Esta evaluación será del uso del comité de selección y será enviada a la universidad correspondiente en caso de ser seleccionado(a) el(la) candidato(a) para una beca de la ACM.  

Por favor, devuelva el formulario o una carta que profundice en los temas a continuación por medio del(la) solicitante en un sobre cerrado y firmado en los bordes traseros para asegurar su confidencialidad.
Nombre del(la) solicitante: 

1.  ¿En qué capacidad conoce Ud. al (la) solicitante?

2.  ¿Cómo describiría Ud. la habilidad académica, curiosidad intelectual e iniciativa personal del 

     (la) solicitante?  ¿Cómo se compara con otros estudiantes universitarios? 

3.  Aparte de lo académico, describa las cualidades personales del individuo como su nivel de 

     madurez y su trato con los demás, entre otras.

4.  ¿Ha observado usted cualidades de líder en esta persona?  Por favor, explique. 

5.  Por favor, agregue cualquier comentario que Ud. cree podría ayudar al comité de selección.

Nombre: _____________________________________      Firma: _____________________________________ 

Puesto: ________________________________________   Institución: _________________________________

Correo electrónico: ___________________________      Fecha: _____________________________________

LA FECHA LÍMITE DE ENTREGA ES EL LUNES, 10 DE OCTUBRE DE 2011.  LAS SOLICITUDES QUE NO TENGAN SUS RECOMENDACIONES COMPLETAS PARA ESTA FECHA SERÁN DESCALIFICADAS. 

LE AGRADECEMOS SU COLABORACIÓN.
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LA FECHA LÍMITE DE ENTREGA ES EL LUNES, 10 DE OCTUBRE DE 2011.  LAS SOLICITUDES QUE NO TENGAN SUS RECOMENDACIONES COMPLETAS PARA ESTA FECHA SERÁN DESCALIFICADAS. 

LE AGRADECEMOS SU COLABORACIÓN.
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Application Checklist





  __  Part I: General Information (must be typed)





  __  Part II: Essay responses (must be typed)





  __  3 recommendations (At least two must be from university professors and one from


        a third professor or a person who has supervised your work, volunteer, sports or other 


       activities.  Please do not submit recommendations written by family members.) 


       Please present each recommendation in a sealed envelope with the signature of the  


       person recommending you written across the seal.





  __  Complete official grade transcript (Certificación total del expediente académico) of the 


        university(ies) where you plan to complete a degree (“carrera”) including all courses taken 


        (passed and failed) and your cumulative grade-point average (“promedio ponderado”).





  __  2 passport-size photos    





  __  Photocopy of your “cédula”








